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RequvesrT from the Congregation to which the 
following Sermon was preached, produced the 
Author's firſt idea of offering to the Public a compoſi- 
tion intended ſolely for the occaſion mentioned in the 
title - page. A regard to thoſe from whom the requeſt 
came, and the conſideration of the manner in which 
it was preſented, had no ſmall influence in deter- 
mining him to hazard a compliance. 
Theſe, the Author frankly acknowledges, were not 


his only motives. He was willing to conſider the in- 


ſtructions contained in the paſſage from which he diſ- 
courſed, as peculiarly ſeaſonable in the preſent times. 
He was not a little encouraged to attempt to lay 
them before the Public, from reflecting that it was in 
his power to do ſo without preſuming to diſcuſs the 
merits of the controverſy which at preſent agitates the 
religious world. It appeared to him, that, whether the 
manner in which this controverſy has been conducted 
was faulty or not, or to whatever ſide blame ſhould 
attach itſelf, the danger of improprieties which were 
naturally to be dreaded, was alone ſufficient to prove 
the ſubject not to be ill- timed. If a diſapprobation 


of means really, or only conceived to be, irregular, _ 


may extinguiſh or repreſs zeal for an object confeſſedly 
the moſt defirable ; if prejudices ariſing from ſome ob- 
| ſerved irregularities may betray into an oppoſition to 
| meaſures unobjectionable; if, while our ſentiments 
are ſcriptural, and our meaſures warrantable, our tem- 
per and motives may be inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian 
character; 


© 
— — 
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character; in ſhort, if the followers of Jeſus may yet 
cheriſh and manifeſt a narrow-minded intolerant zeal, 
the direction, Forbid him not,” muſt be deeply inte- 
reſting in the preſent circumſtances of the church. 
If, on the other hand, zeal may err in the proſecution 
of the moſt praiſe-worthy deſign; if the warmeſt and 


moſt diſintereſted friends of Chriſt be in ſome caſes 


moſt apt to be carried to ſinful extremes; if, when ſo 
many denominations have ſuddenly united in an ex- 
tenſive co-operation for ſpreading the Goſpel, the 
tempration to undue ſacrifices be peculiarly ſtrong; 
if the time may come, when, in order to their co-opera- 
tion for one purpoſe, ſocieties of Chriſtians, widely dif- 
fering in profeſſion, ſhall be ſeen treating their pecu- 
lar tenets as ſome of old did certain books, which 
they burnt before all men ;” if the time may come, 
when they ſhall be ſeen thus treating opinions which 
they have profeſſed, they mean not to relinquiſh, but 
to maintain and defend, in their ſeparate capacity ; 
and if ſuch error and inconfiftency will not haſten, 
but rather retard, the ſo much defired event, the limit- 
ed extent of the direction mult alſo merit attention. 
In the management of his ſubject, the Author has 
endeavoured to follow the example of John, and, ſo 
far as he could diveſt himſelf of prejudice, to inquire 
after the deciſion of him who cannot err. Only in ſo 
far as he has obtained it, does he now aſk a favourable 
reception from his Readers. May a ſpirit of love, of 
zeal, and of a found mind, be felt by all the followers 
of Jeſus; and may it direct and animate them in all 
they do in his ſervice, | 
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LUKE ix. 49. 50. 


And Jobn anſwered, and ſaid, Maſter, aue ſaw one caſling out devils 
in thy name, and we forbade him, becauſe he followeth not with us. 


. And Fefus ſaid unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not againſt 
us, is for us. 

e 

f — 

$ FEAL is an eminent Chriſtian grace, and has animated the 

] breaſts of all thoſe, whom, in every age, God has raiſed 


up, for effecting reformation in the Kingdom of Chriſt, or ex- 
tending its boundaries in the world. To be indifferent, or 


lukewarm about the cauſe of Chriſt, betrays a heart devoid of 
religious impreſſions, He who has felt the power of the go- 
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ſpel, muſt have a lively intereſt in its ſucceſs and propagation ; 
and his language and his exertions, reſpecting this engaging ſub- 
ject, will be accompanied with a warmth and earneſtneſs, 
which, with thoſe who are ſtrangers to his feelings, will always 
paſs for enthuſiaſm. Conſidering the oppoſition which reli. 
gion has invariably experienced, this is a ſpirit which every 
Chriſtian would wiſh to cheriſh and diffuſe, and which he 
will not be aſhamed to diſcover, though it expoſe him to be 
branded with the odious names of bigot and fanatic. While 
he ſtudies to commend himſelf to God, it is a very ſmall 
thing with him, that he be judged and condemned of man's 
judgement. 

But, my brethren, though it is always good to be zealouſly 
affected in a good thing, we ſhould be careful that our zeal be 
under the direction and reſtraint of judgement and prudence. 
The zeal of the Mahometan and of the Papiſt has been 
tighly injurious to. mankind and religion ; it has ravaged the 
faireſt regions of the earth, kindled the fires of the Inquiſition, 
and excited the moſt violent political convulſions ; and even 


Zeal in a good cauſe has frequently been ſo hot and imprudent, 


as to degenerate into a vice; has thrown obſtruQions in the way 
of that which it was deſigned to promote; and has given riſe to 
the moſt inveterate prejudices againſt that faith which charges 
us to unite the wifdom of the ſerpent with the harmleſſneſs 
of the dove. 5 | 
* Ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of,” ſaid Chrilt 
to his diſciples. Theſe words, my brethren, convey a truth, 
which ſhould ever be preſent in our recollection. Such is the 
infirmity of human nature, that the wiſeſt and beſt intentioned 


are often hurried, by prejudice and paſſion, into exceſſes, 


which, in their cooler moments and on reflection, they ſee rea- 
ſon to condemn and deplore. The more laudable the cauſe in 
which we embark, and the more deeply we are impreſſed with 
a conviction of this, the more carefully we ſhould watch 
over our tempers, leſt they break forth in ſallies of intempe- 
os. rate 
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A, 
rate zeal, There is no undertaking about which we ſhould 
exerciſe more circumſpection and ſelf-deuial, than in thoſe 
which concern religion. As its influence goes to the heart, 
no other object is calculated ſo much to ſtimulate exertion, or 


to give to it a keener edge; and nothing ſulfers ſooner than 


religion, from the indiſcretion and violence of its adherents. 
The opinion, too, that the goodneſs of the cauſe ſanctiſies, or 
will atone for, the improper manner in which it is proſe- 
cuted, though diſavowed by moſt Chriſtians, is ready imper- 
ceptibly to warp the mind; and we ſhould be ever on our 
guard, leſt we mingle the wild fire of our own ſpirits with the 
pure flame of Chriſtian zeal; remembering that king who 
could ſay, © Come ſee my zeal for the Lord,” while the de- 
ceitfulneſs of his proceedings, together with his flopping 
thort in the work of reformation, ſhowed that he was aQtuated 
more by the impulſe of an unhallowed zcal, by ambition, and 
the deſire of applauſe, than by public ſpirit and the love of 
God. | 

In the preſent ſtate of religion, when its friends are divided 
in ſentiment and external communion, there is {till greater 
danger of being betrayed into offence on this head. Every 
one naturally ſuppoſes, that the cauſe of God is in his own ſo- 
ciety ; the idea of ſeparate and oppoſite intereſts ariſes ; and 
jealouſy, alienation of mind, and mutual recrimination, ſuc- 
ceed. Let us ſuppoſe, only farther, that, in ſuch circumſtances, 
ſome great enterpriſe, which is calculated to engage the atten- 
tion, and call forth the exertions, of all denominations of Chri- 
ſlians, preſents itſelf ; and taking it for granted, that they ori- 
ginated and are maintained in zeal for truth and godlineſs, 
(which is the moſt charitable conſtruction we can put on 
them): in theſe circumſtances, I ſay, it 1s hardly poſſible but 
that theſe baleful principles will in one degree or another ope- 
rate among all. 

That ſuch diviſions exiſt in the Chriſtian world at preſent; 
that the minds of Chriſtians have been fixed in an uncommon 
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degree on an object confeſſedly of importance, and in which they 
have a common intereſt; and that there is at leaſt danger of 
our witneſſing the effects of precipitation and imprudence, or 
of uncharitableneſs, ſuſpicion, and even envy, in the conduct of 
different parties, muſt be evident to every attentive obſerver. 
Permit me, therefore, my brethren, to turn your attention, for 
a little, to a paſſage of Goſpel-hiſtory, which ſeems not inap. 
plicable to our circumſtances, and which may afford us ſome 
uſeful leſſons for regulating our own conduct, and aſſiſt us in 
forming a judgement of that of others. 

It is moſt probable, that the mention of the fact related in 
the text, was occaſioned by a converſation of our Saviour, 

which ſeems to have immediately preceded it. His 7 diſciples, 
who ſtill laboured under miſapprehenſions reſpecting the na- 
ture of the Meſſiah's kingdom, had been diſputing which of 
them would enjoy the greateſt ſhare of thoſe honours which 
they anticipated, and which they confined to their own num- 
ber. Upon this, © Jeſus, perceiving the thoughts of their 
4 heart, took a child, and ſet him by him, and ſaid unto them, 
« ' Whoſoever ſhall receive this child in my name, receiveth 
© me: and whoſoever ſhall receive me, receiveth him that ſent 
% me: for he that is leaſt among you all, the ſame ſhall be 
« great,” ver. 47. 48. 

Having, by this impreſſive emblem, ſo deſcriptive of the 
mildneſs of our Saviour's character, reproved that ambitious 
and monopolifing ſpirit which they diſcovered, and taught 
them to acknowledge and honour thoſe who were his friends, 
however weak, and comparatively uninformed, they might 
be, with regard to many things about which they had not 
enjoyed ſuch means of inſtruction, John was led to recol- 
le& a part of his former conduct, which at the time his con- 
ſcience approved, but which he now ſubmitted to his Ma- 
ſter, that he might determine whether or not it was agree- 

able to the inſtructions which he had delivered. Maſter, 
« we {aw one caſting out devils in thy name, and we forbade 
| : | | « him, 
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« him, becauſe he followeth not with us.” The perſon here 
referred to, there 1s reaſon to ſuppoſe, had been a diſciple of 
John the Baptiſt, who, though he caſt out devils in the name 
of Meſſiah, was either ignorant of his being already come into 
the world, or rather on ſome account, had not yet joined himſelf 
to the company of Jeſus. The diſciples, hearing him invoke 
the name of Chriſt, jealous of their Maſter's honour, com- 


manded him to do ſo no more. But Jeſus informed them, that in 


this inſtance their zeal was haſty, and their ſentunents contract- 
ed and intolerant : © Forbid him not;” that is, ye ought not to 
have hindered or diſcouraged him in his good work, though 
he followed not with you; “ for he that is not againſt us, is 
« for us.” 

On another occaſion, Jeſus had ſaid, (and the diſciples might 
perhaps think that they were warranted by the ſaying to a& 
as they did), He that is not with me, is againſt me,” Matth. 
xi. 30. But theſe words were ſyoken at a time when the cne- 
mies of our Saviour charged him with caſting out devils by 


| Beelzebub, and are applicable either to the prince of the devils, 


or to thoſe who, by their blaſphemous inſinuations, diſcovered 
the moſt malevolent oppoſition to the deſign of his miſſion. 
They do not, therefore, contradict the declaration in the text. 
He who did not wiſh ſucceſs to Jeſus in deſtroying the works 
of the devil, was an enemy to the deſign, and his oppoſition to 


it might be expected; but the perſon whom the diſciples diſ- 


couraged, who, inſtead of oppoſing, was actively engaged in 
promoting it, was on his fide; and as he co-operated with him 
in the ſame great undertaking, he acknowledged him as a 
friend, though he had not yet become his follower, “ Forhid 
him not,“ ſaid he. How mild the reproof! how diſtant from 
ſeverity, even when he forbids ! May I be enabled to apply his 
words with the ſame temper in which they were at firſt ſpo- 
ken; and may you receive them for correction, for reproof, 
and for inſtruftion in righteouſneſs, with all the humility 
and meekncſs of children, 
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the following things in their order: The work in which the 


duct which was offenſive to the diſciples : The direction which 


power; and among his other cures, while he went about do- 


the text, by faith in the Chriſt whoſe name they invoked, per- 


characters of Jeſus and his diſciples, which would deſtroy the 


( 20) 
That you may have the inſtruction which this paſſage of 
ſcripture contains, more fully laid before you, I ſhall attend to 


perſon mentioned by John was engaged: The part of his con- 


our Saviour gave his diſciples concerning him: And the rea- 
ſon of that direction. 


I. Hz was employed in © caſting out devils.” Satan, before 
and about the time of our Saviour's appearance in this world, 
poſſeſſed a power over the bodies of men, which is unknown 
in our time, at leaſt among Chriſtian and enlightened nations. 
Then was the glory of his kingdom. The Son of God came 
to diſpoſſeſs Satan, and to liberate men from his uſurped 


ing good, he delivered thoſe whoſe bodies were poſſeſſed by the 
emiſſaries of this malignant and furious ſpirit: “ He healed 
« all ſick people, - that were taken with divers diſeaſes, and 
% thoſe which were lunatic, and thoſe which were poſſeſſed 
with devils.” This power he communicated to his diſci- 
ples; and others alſo, among whom was the perſon mentioned in 


formed miraculous cures of the ſame kind. 

Various difficulties have been ſtarted, reſpecting theſe de- 
mioniacal poſſeſſions; and not a few flatly deny their reality, and 
conſider the account given of them in the goſpel-hiſtory, a 
the relation of appearances only, and as given in that ſhape 
in conformity to Jewiſh prejudices. Did it not lead too far 
from the immediate deſign of this diſcourſe, it might be ſhewn, 
that this opinion explains away the meaning of ſcripture, diſ- 
credits the goſpel-hiſtory, and faſtens an indelible ſtain on the 


credibility of many of thoſe facts, which lie at the foundation 
of our redemption. That Satan, who has ſuch influence in the 
mind of man, ſhould alſo exerciſe power over his body, is by 

. | no 
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no means incredible; and divine wiſdom appears in permitting 
it to be ſo extenſive at that time, that the Son of God might 
complete his revelation of the inviſible world, by proving to 
the ſenſes of mankind, that there were angels, bad as well as 
good ; and that he might deſtroy every work of the devil, and 
triumph over the powers of darkneſs, in the moſt viſible and 
convincing manner. 

But, without ſtopping at preſent to inquire into the nature, 
the ſymptoms, or the cure of theſe poſſeſſions, what I have to 
obſerve is, that this perſon was engaged in deſtroying the 
kingdom of Satan, and in preparing for the erection and exten- 
ſion of the kingdom of Meſſtah. It appears, from the account 
which the evangeliſts give us of the cures of this kind, eſſected 
by Jeſus, or by his diſciples in his name, not only that they were 
demonſtrations of his infinite power and divine miſſion, but 
that they were intimately connected with the grand underta- 
king on which he came into the world, and were a prelude to 
the ejection of Satan from the ſouls of thoſe whom he had hi- 
therto led captive at his will, and from thoſe places of the 
earth in which he had exerciſed the moſt deſpotic ſway. © If 
J,“ ſaid Jeſus to the Phariſees, « caſt out devils by the Spirit 
« of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you,” Matth. 
x11. 28. And when the ſeventy diſciples, whom he had ſent 
forth with power over unclean ſpirits, © returned with joy, 
* ſaying, Lord, even the devils arg ſubje& unto us, through 
* thy name; he ſaid unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning 
fall from heaven,“ Luke x. 17. 18. 

The kingdom of Chriſt and the kingdom of Satan have al- 
ways been oppoſed to each other ; and as the one has declined, 
the other has flouriſhed. This is a kingdom of darkneſs ; that 
of glorious light. For the ſpace of many ages, Satan had ex- 
tended his dominion far and wide throughout the world. Only 
a ſmall ſpot of the inhabited globe was free from his uſurpa- 
tion. In the gloom of heatheniſh ignorance he eſtabliſhed his 

| throne ; 


( 12 ) 
throne ; the deluded nations proſtrated themſelves before him, 
and offered up the incenſe of ſuperſtition and 1dolatry. 

Nevertheleſs, unto the Son of God had been promiſed, by 
his eternal Father, the ends of the earth for a glorious in. 
herirance. His appearance in this world was the ſignal for the 
diſpoſſeſſion of the uſurper, and the redemption of the gifted 
kingdom. Zion heard, and was glad; but the gates of hell ſhook, 
and fearfulneſs, and horror, and deſpair, ſpread themſelves 
throughout the kingdom of Satan. The heralds of falvation 
went forth, putting the goſpel-trumpet to their mouth. In 
the name of Jeſus, they called to the priſoners, Come forth; 
and to thoſe that were in darkneſs, Shew yourſelves. The 
heathen world heard, awoke from the ſlumbers of two thou- 
ſand years, ſhook off the fetters of {ſuperſtition and idolatry, 
and came forth to regeneration and glory. The Sun of righ- 
teouſneſs aroſe on the benighted world; the ſhades of darkneſs 
were diſſipated, and Satan was beheld falling as lightning from 
heaven. | | | 

But, my brethren, though the boundaries of the kingdom of 
darkneſs were then -greatly circumſcribed, they are yet very 
extenſive. "Though ſucceſsful inroads were made into the 
kingdom of Satan, yet the progreſs of the Goſpel, from va- 
rious cauſes, has long been ſtopped ; and modern diſcoveries 
have made us acquainted with many places in which the reign 
of the devil ſtill ſubſiſts in full vigour. How many extenſive 
and populous regions are covered with Pagan darkneſs, and 
full of the habitations of cruelty ! How many millions of the 
human race are falling down before ſtocks and ſtones, ard 
offering even their fellow-creatures in ſacrifice unto devils, or 
debaſing themſelves with the rites of an impure religion! The 
god of this world continues to uſurp the heritage of our Re- 
deemer, and to lord it over his rightful ſubjects. Long have 
the friends of Chriſt been putting the anxious, doubting que- 
ſtion, © Shall the pregþe taken from the mighty, or the lawful 
< captive delivered?“ and are beginning to think they ſee at 

| length 


. | 
length the anſwer about to be accompliſhed : « Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Even the captives of the mighty ſhall be taken away, 
and the prey of the terrible ſhall be delivered,” Iſa. xlix. 
24. 25- 

Hence the preſent movements in the religious world: hence 
Chriſtians of all denominations are directing their attention to 
the extending of the Redecmer's kingdom, and, chiding them- 


ſelves for their long neglect, are forming plans for promoting 


this important deſign, and making the moſt vigorous exertions 
for carrying them into execution. 

The ſpirit which has diffuſed itſelf among Chriſtians is cer- 
tainly laudable. It is a heroic, a Chriſtian enterpriſe, to go 
forth in the name of Chriſt againſt Satan. Who can forbid it? 
Did not Chriſt command his diſciples to preach the goſpel of 
the Kingdom to every creature? and does not the injunction 
extend to thoſe who are ſtill entruſted with the office of pro- 
mulgating the good news of ſalvation ? Who can forbid it? 
It interferes not witlr the liberties or independence of ſecular 
kingdoms or republics ; for the kingdom of Chriſt is not of 
this world. Who can forbid it? It is no unwarrantable en- 
eroachment on the empire of impiety, ſuperſtition, and idola- 
try; for to our Redeemer the moral kingdom of right be- 
longs, and he will at length ſucceſsfully vindicate his title. It 
is, then, againſt vo law, human or divine. Who then would 
forbid it ? No friend of Chriſt; for the glory of the Redeemer 
is the ſupreme object of his deſire, and his daily prayer, «© Thy 
* kingdom come :” No lover of mankind ; for the deſign 15 


fraught with bleſſings to the human race, and the reign of 


Chriſt ſhall be the reign of juſtice and of peace: No wile le- 
giſlator ; for true Chriſtians are always the peaceable and up- 
right of the land, | 

It is, I ſay, a laudable enterpriſe. Verily, they who en- 
gage in it ſhall not want their reward. If they have purpoſed 
it in their heart, though they be unable to accompliſh it, God, 
who knows the heart, will accept the willing mind. The time 
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8 
may not yet be come when the Lord's houſe ſhall be built; but 
if, like David, they be allowed to ſketch the plan, prepare the 
materials, and, by their example, excite and animate thoſe who 
ſucceed to labour in the work, they are ſufficiently rewarded, 
When ſmall ſucceſs attends their exertions, it is their duty to 
wait till the arm of the Lord be revealed ; and, when they are 
excluded from one place, or driven from another, they are to 
confider ſuch obſtructions to their deſign, as intimations ſimilar 
to thoſe given by the Spirit to the apoſtles, when they were 
not ſuffered to go to certain cities, or to preach in them the 

goſpel. 

But if the time be arrived, however ſeemingly infufficient 
may be their efforts, and how great ſo ever the obſtacles by 
which they may be oppoſed, they will certainly be crowned 
with ſucceſs. Was it not by means apparently the moſt con- 
temptible, and over the moſt formidable oppoſition, that the 
goſpel at firſt triumphed? The weapons made uſe of, though 
not carnal, were mighty, through God, to the pulling down of 
ſtrong holds; and “when it ſhall turn to the Lord,” he can 
make the ſame means efficacious in overturning the remaining 
pillars of Satan's kingdom, and in bringing into captivity the 
reſt of the world to the obedience of Chriſt. 

Let it, however, be remembered, that Satan has emiſſaries 
ſcattered even in thoſe places where the Kingdom of Chriſt is 
erected, who are diligently employed in promoting his inte- 
reſts. Though his religion is not eſtabliſhed in our land, he 
has ſynagogues in every corner of it, in which his doctrines 
are taught, ſchools in which men are trained for his ſervice, in- 
fpired with zeal in his cauſe, and from which they are ſent 
forth to deceive, to infatuate, and deſtroy, Here, then, even 
in this favoured country, Satan has his ſeat ; and all the zeal 
and abilities of the ſervants of Chriſt have not yet been able to 
caſt him out. There are ſtill dark places in it, where he 
reigns, and thouſands are ſerving him, both with their bodies 
and ſpirits. - | 
The employment of the perſon mentioned in the text was 

| not, 
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not, therefore, peculiar to him, or to that age. It is the com- 
mon employment of all the ſervants of Chriſt in every period, 
and in which they are called to the moſt diligent and vigorous 
exertion. Wherever a perſon is employed in converting ſouls 
to Chriſt, in oppoſing the progreſs of the ſpirit of error or im- 
morality, as well as in inſtructing thoſe who are wholly igno- 
rant of the Saviour, he is © caſting out devils,” he is deſtroy- 
ing the Kingdom of Satan, and extending the rule of the Re- 
deemer of men; he is the perſon reſpecting whom Jeſus hath 
given commandment, © Forbid him not.” The field in which 
the ſervants of Chriſt have to labour is wide, Let them not 
be jealous of, or envy one another. There is abundant employ- 
ment for all. There is room for more. © The harveſt, truly, 
is plenteous, but the labourers are few. Pray ye, therefore, 
« the Lord of the harveſt, that he will ſend forth labourers 
“ into his harveſt,” Matth. ix. 37. 38. 


II. LeT me now call your attention to that part of the per- 
ſon's conduct which gave offence to the diſciples ; © We for. 
bade him, becauſe he followeth not with us.” It was for- 
merly obſerved, that he was moſt probably one of the diſciples 
of John the Baptiſt. Many conſiderations might be adduced, 
were it neceſſary, in proof of this: among theſe may be num- 
bered, the circumſtance of the coming of Chriſt being the 
great theme of John's diſcourſes to his diſciples, and his late 
execution, which muſt have cauſed the diſperſion of thoſe who 
ſtill continued to adhere to him. | | 

But, without mentioning any thing further in ſupport of this 
opinion, which 1s at leaſt as plauſible as any other that has been 
adyanced, it 1s ſufficient to obſerve, that he was undoubtedly 
authoriſed by Heaven to engage in this extraordinary work. 
We may ſay of him, as John ſaid of our Saviour, when he was 
informed of his miracles, * A man can receive nothing” of this 
kind, © except it be given him of Heaven,” The fate of the 
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ſons of Sceva afforded a warning to all, in primitive times, who 
ſhould preſume without commiſſion to exerciſe. the power of 
caſting out devils: “ While they called over them which had 
evil ſpirits the name of Jeſns, ſaying, We adjure you by 
« Teſas, whom Paul preacheth, the evil ſpirit anſwered and 
« ſaid, Jeſus J know, and Paul I know, but who are ye? And 
the man on whom the evil ſpirit was, leapt on them, and 
« overcame them, and prevailed againſt them, ſo that they fled 
ce out of that houſe naked and wounded. And this was known 
ce to all the Jews and Greeks alſo dwelling at Epheſus, and ſear 
« fell on them all, and tho name of the Lord Jef us was magni. 
« fied,” Acts xix. 13. 15.—T7. 


8 


Public employments in the church are now, however, to be 
filled in a different manner. Since extraordinary powers have 
ceaſed, no pretended internal eall, no ſudden impulſe, can be 
pleaded as a warrant for exerciſing ſuch offices ; and ſhould we 


alford perſons no encouragement, who thus aſſume them of 


their own accord, we are by no means chargeable with the 
narrow-minded, envious ſpirit of the diſciples, or of Joſhua, 
who, on an occaſion which by ſome may be thought ſimilar, ſaid, 
« My Lord Moſes forbid then!“ for internal calls at both theſe 
periods were common, and the extraordinary giſts with which 
perſons were then endowed, were their warrant for teaching 
publicly in the name of God, and enabled them to eyidence this 
to others, But though, as has been already ſaid, the powers of 
inſpiration are no longer enjoyed, God has not left his church in 
uncertainty, reſpecting thoſe who are ſent by him as teachers of 
his goſpel. He has pointed out, in his word, the qualifications of 
which they ſhould be poſſeſſed, and, at the fame time, the mode 
in which the poſſeſſion of ſuch qualifications is to be aſcertain- 


ed, and publicly recogniſed, Teal, a defire of doing good, and 


every other endowment eſſential to the right performance of 
the miniſterial office, though reaſons why the church ſhould 
call fuch perſons to the diſcharge of it, by no means aſſord 
them a warrant to negle@, or break through that order whicl: 
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Chriſt hath appointed, and aſſume to themſelves the office of 
public inſtructors “. | 

It was not, however, on this account that the diſciples were 
offended with-the perſon mentioned in the text. They forbade 
him, becauſe he followed not with them. They could not, with 
any reaſon, call in queſtion his powers for working miracles ; 


for 


It might be thought even diſreſpectful, here to paſs over in fi. 
lence the attempts which have of late been made to introduce, what is 
called, lay-pr2aching into this country; and ſimply to condemn it, would 
be juſtly anſwered by a contrary aſſertion. Before ſaying any thing on 
this ſubject, I would have it underſtood, that no reflection is intended 
on the motives or deſigns of thoſe who have been active in ſetting this 
ſcheme on foot. Every degree of credit is given to the purity of their 


motives, and the piety of their intentions ; ſuſpicions of a different kind 


would be unjuſt, would only tend to counteract the influence of any argu- 
ments which may be uſed againſt their opinions, and even encourage 
them in their irregular practice. Some of them are well known as 
Chriſtians who have becn very uſeful in a private ſtation, and all 
of them may be © men in underſtanding, and much exerciſed unto god- 
lineſs.” After this declaration, it is hoped, the ſame credit will be 
given to thoſe who may differ from them, and that, if further diſcuſſion 
take place on this ſubject, it will be conducted with calmneſs and Chri- 
ſtian temper, and not with that virulgnce and want of charity, which 
have ſo frequently diſgraced religious controverſy ; and, particularly, that 
none will point the ſhafts of ſuch general and uncertain charges, as jea- 
louſy, envy, and ſelfiſh oppoſition to the ſpread of Chriſtian knowledge, 
againſt thoſe who are ſet for the defence of the goſpel, Would to God, 
I fay not, that all the Lord's people were prophets, for I fee no war- 
rant I have to pray for ſuch ſupernatural gifts, though Moſes and Paul 


had; but would to God that all the Lord's people were qualified to be 


teachers of others, for there is abundant room ſor their labours ; and 
that the time were fully come, when “ they ſhall not teach every man 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, ſaying, Know the Lord; for 
* all ſhall know him, from the leaſt to the greateſt.” 

It promiſes well to the iſſue of this controverſy, that thoſe who have 
adopted the new opinion profefs unlimited ſubmiſſion to the deciſion 
of ſcripture ; and, I would flatter myſelf, that, as a deſire to do good is 
their ſupreme motive, on a more accurate and cool examination, they 
will be led to more juſt notions of that order which Chriſt hath inſtitu- 
ted in his church, and to comply with the directions of him*who is the 
God, not of confuſion, but of peace, as in all the churches.” If the 
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( 18 ) 
for it appears from the ſhort hiſtory which we have of this af. 
fair, that they ſaw him caſt out devils. But, convinced that 
their Maſter was the true Meſſiah, and that it was the duty of 
all who were friends to pure religion to follow him, they igno- 
rantly thought that the whole work of God was carried on in 
their ſociety, and that all who had not already joined themſelves 


to 


following curſory thoughts will aſſiſt them any thing in conſulting 
ſcripture, they are welcome to them, from one who heartily wiſh; 
them ſucceſs in every laudable undertaking, and who ſhall} rejoice in 
any good which they may do, even in the uſe of means which he mu{t 
look upon as diforderly and unwarrantable. 

1. They may have been miſled by not attending ſuſficiently to the dif. 
ſerence between the ſtate of the church in primitive times, and at pre- 
fent. Every candid perſon will allow, that we may have departed in many 
things from the laudable practice of the apoſtolical churches. But ftill I 
muſt ſay, that many carry the principle of conformity on this head to an 
extravagant, and even ridiculous height. Even reaſoning from common 
principles, we might conclude, that there would be a great difference be- 
tween the ſtate of ſuch a ſociety as the Chriſtian church at its firſt erec- 
tion, and after it had obtained a firm footing in the world ; and that its 
founder would pay an attentioa to this in the laws and offices which he 
ſhould appoint for her benefit. In this we are juſtified by fact. There 
were extraordinary offices and powers in the primitive church, which 
are no rule to us, as they have long fince ceaſed, Chriſt, at his aſcen- 
ſion, gave not only paſtors and teachers, but apoſtles, prophets, gifts of 
healing, of tongues, and interpretations. Now, let theſe perſons ab- 
ſtract all theſe paſſages of ſcripture, which ſpeak of, and give direc- 
tions reſpecting extraordinary offices, together with thoſe which re- 
ſpect private teaching and exhortation, of which there is alſo a great num 


ber, and they will find a prodigious blank in their collection of proofs. 


It is to no purpole to plead the practice of perſons in the primitive 
church, in thoſe things in which they were extraordinarily called and 
qualified. Perſons may think they ſee this, and that they lay no ſtreſs on 
tuch in{lances as arguments; yet it is difficult to diveſt our minds en- 
tirely of their indirect influence, and they will unconſciouſly ſtrengthen 
our attachment to a favourite opinion. It is wonderful to think how 
far ſuch expreſſions as this, © I would that ye all ſpake with tongues, 
but rather that ye propheſied, go with ſome to prove, that all Chri- 
fiians ſhould now preach the goſpel. 

2. IL think they have not been ſufficiently careful. in comparing on? 
part of ſcripture with another, in order to arrive at the truth on this 


head. | 
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to ĩt were ſerving another maſter. The following obſervations 
may aſſiſt us in applying the inſtruction contained in this paſ- 
ſage to the preſent ſituation of the church. | 

In the firft place, the fituation of Jeſus at that time was pe- 
cnliar. He was then in a humbled and obſcure ſtate. He had 
but lately ſhewed himſelf to Ifracl ; and though the teſtimony 


of 


head, It is not intended to inſinuate, that this ſubjeR is of a diffi- 
cult nature, (though it does require attention to diſtinguiſh thoſe 
things which were intended to be of perpetual, and thoſe which were 
to be only of temporary obligation), but only to guard againſt a defec- 
tive and partial view of the doctrine of ſcripture concerning it. It is 
not from a ſingle paſſage in which the ſubje& is only incidentally men- 
tioned, that we can expect to gather the mind of the Holy Ghoſt. We 
muſt have recourſe to thoſe places in which it is profeſſedly diſcuſſed, and 
in which the deciſions of inſpiration are particularly laid down. Inatten- 
tion to this, I am diſpoſed to think, is the cauſe of the miſapplication 
which has been made of that part of church-hiſtory, which is related in 
Acts viii. 1,—4. and xi. 19.—2 1. It may be obſerved, that the deſign 


of the ſacred hiſtorian, in both theſe places, is evidently to mark the 
progreſs of the Goſpel, and to point out the way in which it was ſpread. 


throughout the land of Judea, and its environs. The perſecution of 
the church of Jeruſalem he particularly condeſcends on, as an event 
eminently over-ruled by God for promoting this important end. This, 
then, we may collect from it, that by means of perſons who were ſcat- 


tered in this perſecution, the goſpel was preached in the different parts; 


or, if you will, in all the different parts of Judea and Samaria. But if 
we with to know who have a right to preach the goſpel, or who did 
preach the goſpel in primitive times, we muſt apply to other places of 


ſcripture; or, perhaps, the context may give us ſome information. 


Accordingly, we find, that Philip, an evangeliſt, was one of theſe ; and 
by comparing chap. xi. 20. with chap. xili. 1. it would appear, that 
Lucius of Cyrene, a prophet or teacher, was another. 

Thoſe Calviniſts who think this interpretation an affront to com- 
mon ſenſe, and an oppoſition to the uſual meaning of words, I 
would only remind of the Socinian objection, from ſuch. paſſages 


23 1 Cor. viii. 6. and Eph. iv. 6.; and the Arminian objec- 


tion, from Rom. v. 18. and 1 John ii. 2. With the ſame fa- 
cility that ſuch paſſages as theſe may be reconciled with the doc- 
trines of the divinity of our Saviour, and particular redemption, may 
thoſe under conſideration be reconciled with the docttine inculcated in 
other parts of the New Teſtament, that preaching is an office appoint- 
ed 
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of John the Baptiſt, and the miracles which he himſelf had 
performed, were proofs of his Meſſiahſhip; yet he concealed 
many of its moſt ſtriking demonſtrations, and charged his dif. 

ciples to tell no man that he was the Chriſt. An attention to 
this is abſolutely neceſſary, in order to underſtand the apology 
- which our Saviour makes for the perſon whom his diſciple; 
accuſed 


ed by Chriſt, and to be exerciſed by perſons regularly called to it, and 
not by every one at his will. Is it probable, that every individual 
of the church, except the apoſtles, was ſcattered abroad? Had this 
been the caſe, for what conceivable purpoſe would the apoſtles have 
remained there? Why are the apoſtles alose mentioned, when there 
is every reaſon to think many other Chriftians were ſtill with them? 
and does it not appear intended to diſtinguiſh them from the pro- 
phets, evangeliſts, and teachers, who went every where preaching the 
goſpel? Would not women as well-as men be ſcattered abroad, as w: 
find they were ſubjected to the ' perſecution ? And by the ſame arpu. 
ment that we prove the whole, or even the greater part to have 
preached, will we not prove that women did ſo? Is it not, therefore, 
the natural conſiſtent meaning of theſe words, They that were ſcat. 
* tered abroad,” &c. thoſe of them who had a right according to the 
law of Chriſt, went every where preaching the word ? 

The ſubject, then, fill reſolves itſelf into an inquiry, Who have a 
Tight to preach the goſpel ? only with a ſtrong preſumption that all have 
not this right. I cannot propoſe examining this ſubject particularly at 
preſent; thoſe who wiſh neceſlary information will find it in Matth. 
xxvili. 18.—20. Rom. x. 15. Eph. iv. 11.— 14. 1 Cor. 12. 28. 29. 
2 Tim. ii. 2. 1 Tim. iv. 14.—16. ch. v. 22. From thoſe places of ſcrip- 


ture, I think it appears, with the cleareſt evidence, that the preaching 


of the goſpel is a poſitive ordinance of Chriſt ; that the lead of 1: 
church deſigned that certain perſons ſhould exerciſe this office, for th: 
falvation of ſinners, and the edification of the ſaints ; that he hath ap- 


t 


pointed the way in which they ſhall be called to it, and the deliberatc, - 


orderly, and folemn manner in which they ſhall be defignated and ſent 
forth, And all this, it is to be obſerved, is common to thoſe who are 
called paſtors, from'their relation to a particular part of the church, and 
to thoſe who are called teachers or preachers. Unto both the goſpel 1 
committed as a peculiar truſt, 1 Theſſ. ii. 4.3 and the names Ambaſſa- 
dors, Stewards, &c. are indiſcriminately applied to them, 

3. It is of great importance, in this queſtion, to diſtinguiſh between 
that private teaching which is incumbent on all, by the common prin- 
ciples of reaſon, recognized and enforced by Chriſtianity, and that pu- 

blic 


n 


nccuſed of not following him. He who follows not Jeſus now, 


is undoubtedly againſt him. Some may follow him more, o- 
thers leſs fully ; yet all believers are followers of Jeſus Chriſt. 
But, during the time that he was on earth, we have every rea- 
ſon to think, that there were ſaints ignorant that the Meſſiah 


blic declaration, expoſition, and application of ſcripture, which belongs 


to thoſe, who, being put into the miniſtry, are the public ſervants and | 


ambaſſadors of Chriſt. The former is frequently iaculcated in ſeripture. 
It is the duty of Chriſtians to teach and admoniſh one another, to ex- 
hort one another daily, That they have been very deficient in the uſe of 
private means of inſtruction, is undeniable; and this, together with the 
incapacity, indolence, and lukewarmneſs of many who profeſs to be 
miniſters of the goſpel, may have been the occaſion of ſome, who were 
perſuaded of this, running to the oppoſite extreme. Let private Chri- 
ſtians conſider one another, therefore, to provoke unto love and to good 
works, not forſaking the aſſembling of themſelves together ; but as it 
is the manner of too many to do ſo at preſent, let them exhort one an- 
other to this duty, and ſo much the more, as they ſce the day of public 
calamity approaching, Heb. x. 24. 25. 

4. IT think thoſe who are engaged in this ſcheme ſhould be careful, 
leſt by it they introduce confuſion into the church of God. There is 
no doubt that the beſt of things may be abuſed ; but the queſtion is not, 
whether or not it may be abuſed ? but whether or not the ſcheme in it- 
ſelf has not a natural tendency to produce confuſion ? That it has, I 
think is evident; and it may be left to themſelves to judge, if it is 
confiflent with the character of our God, who is © not the author of 
confuſion, but of peace,” to leave his church a prey to ſuch unreſtrained 
diſorder. | 

Finally, T hope thoſe whom it concerns will take it in good part when 
I fay, (and I fay it from an imperious ſenſe of duty), that I am afraid 
that their reſiſtance of the call to ſeparate from corrupt churches, has 
been a ſtumbling block to them on this occaſion. But it is not yet too 
late. If they cannot obtain the ſcriptural exerciſe of divine ordinances 
from that church with which they are at leaſt externally connected, let 
them leave it; and if they cannot in conſcience accede to any of the other 
denominations of Chriſtians, let them aſſociate together, (though God 
forbid that I ſhould wiſh for the multiplication of diviſions in the church, 
already too much divided), for the regular obſervation of all thoſe or- 


| dinances which Chriſt hath appointed. 


Yet, notwithſtanding every way, if Chriſt be preached, if ſouls be 
faved, I TuzrErx do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice; and believe, that God, 


who can bring order out of confuſion, will make this alſo turn to the 
furtherance of the goÞel, 


C 


Was 


> 


— OI 2 | 


A —Þ — 
- * - — 
2s a— 


—— 


— —U— — 


. — 


„ r IRIS 


. — — 
2 ww 


(66 
was come into the world, or in a ſtate of uncertainty whether 
or not Jeſus of Nazareth was he. Nor does it appear that the 
belief that Jeſus was the Chriſt, was abſolutely neceſſary to 
ſalvation, until he was preached to them, with that moſt un- 
doubted atteſtation of his character, his reſurrection from the 
dead. Thus there is a ſtriking analogy between the ſtate of 
the cauſe of God, as managed by Jeſus during his perſonal mi. 
niſtry, and its preſent ſtate ; and the direction given in the text 
appears more applicable to us. 

In the ſecond place, it 1s of importance, here, to obſerve, that 
the church of which Chriſt was at that time the external 
leader, was nnqueſttonably the moſt pure on earth, and that it 
was the duty of all the fearers of God to have aſſociated with 
it. About the period when Chriſt appeared in the world, 
the Jewiſh church, which had been for ſome time in a ſtate of 
progreſſive degeneracy, was become exceedingly corrupt. Her 
eſtablithed public teachers were either deceitful and erroneous 
leaders of the people, or ſank into the groſſeſt profligacy of 
manners, The temple was publicly profaned, and 1ts ordi- 
nances ſhamefully proſtituted. And the different impoſtors who 
were continually arifing, infected multitudes with the moſt ig- 
norant and wild fanaticiſm. 

Jeſus, as ſoon as he entered on his public employment, fet 
himſelf to chaſtiſe the wickedneſs of the miniſters of religion, 
and to expoſe thoſe abuſes which they had allowed to creep 
into the worſuip of God. But, knowing that the prophecics 
reſpeQing the deſtruction of the old diſpenſation were about to 
receive their accompliſhment, and that a new covenant was tv 
be eſtabliſhed, which ſhould comprehend Gentiles as well as 
Jews, he began to prepare for the formation of a church more 
extenſive in its communion, and more ſpiritual in its privileges, 
tian the old. For this purpoſe, he called forth a ſmall body of men, 
weak indeed in themſelves, and deſpiſed by the world, but choſen 
by him to lay the foundation of that church, againſt which the 
united force of carth and hell ſhould not be able to prevail. 

With 


. 

With theſe he publicly aſſociated; among them he preſided, and 
inſtituted and diſpenſed the moſt ſolemn ordinances. Here, 
then, we have the infallible marks of a pure religious ſociety; 
the King of the church himſelf preſent in perſon to give laws, 
to direct all its proceedings, and to preſerve its members from 
miſtake. Surely, if ever there were a ſociety among Chri- 


ſtians, within which the cauſe of God was confined, without - 


the pale of which ſalvation was impoſſible, it was the church 
of the twelve apoſtles, and ſeventy diſciples. 


Yet even from this church there were conſcientious diflent- 


ers; on the teſtimony of the unerring Witneſs, we are afſu- 
red, that the cauſe of God was managed by other parties ; yea, 
even by a ſingle ſtraggling individual; and that this individual 
received no diſcouragement from Chriſt. My brethren, this 
is a home argument. Its force cannot be evaded. Let us all 
confeſs over this paſſage of ſcripture our failings in reſpect of 
charity; and let thoſe who think themſelves the members of 
the pureſt church confeſs firſt. We have all imitated the party- 
ſpirit and unchriſtian zeal of the diſciples ; we have all been 
guilty of forbidding, at leaſt in our hearts, thoſe concerning 
whom Chriſt himſelf is ſay ing,“ Forbid them not.” 

Vet, after all, the perſon whom the diſciples forbade was 
blameable. Jeſus did not intend, by reproving them, to juſtify 
his conduct. It was certainly his duty to have ſacrificed the 
deareſt party-intereſts, nay, even to have left his beloved ma- 
ſter, the faithful, the zealous John, and to have joined limfelf 
to the company of Jeſus, as ſome of his brethren had already 


done. 


The obſervations which have now been made, will admit of 
a particular application to Chriſtian ſocieties in modern times, 
We may naturally draw from them, that ſuperior purity of 


Chriſtian profeſſion does by no means entitle us to look down 


on others with contempt, to treat them as the enemies of 
Chriſt, to exaggerate their miſtakes, or miſrepreſent their con- 
dnt, While we are called upon to lay open their miſtakes, 
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we are by no means to overlook any thing which is laudable 
in their character or conduct; and we ſhould ever view their 
actions in the moſt favourable light, and make every Chriſtian 
allowance for them, even when we are obliged to blame. 
Such is the ſpirit which our Saviour recommends to his dif. 
ciples ; and ſuch is the ſpirit which becomes the profeſſors of a 
religion which breathes peace and good will towards men. 
Yet how frequently have the followers of Jeſus rather imitated 
the example of his diſciples, than complied with the direc- 
tion of their Maſter, Many who have been the real friends of 
pure religion, and honoured as inſtruments for preſerving and 
promoting it, have too much indulged an uncharitable fpirit 


towards thoſe, whom, though miſtaken even as to ſome im- 


portant part of duty, they had reaſon to judge friendly to the 
general cauſe. This has proved extremely hurtful in more 
reſpects than one. It has given occaſion to many to brand 
every kind of zeal with the appellation of bigotry, and a ſtrict 
attachment to the intereſts of religion with thoſe of illibe- 
rality and party-ſpirit. It has prejudiced many of the friends 
of Chriſt againſt very 1mportant parts of his cauſe, and 
prevented them from embracing what otherwiſe they might 
have regarded with a ſavourable eye. Is it poſſible, they 
have thought, that pure religion can dwell with ſuch unhal- 
lowed paſſions, or that the cauſe of God can be carried on by 
perſons who diſcover ſo much of the ſpirit of this world ? It 


becomes all ſeriouſly to conſider the puniſhment which Jeſus, 


apparently with a reference to the conduct of the diſciples on 
this occaſion, denounced againſt thoſe who ſhould offend one 
of the leaſt of thoſe that believed on him, Mark ix. 42. 

Again, from this ſubject we may learn, that the uncharita- 
bleneſs which others diſcover againſt as, is by no means a ſuf- 
ficient reaſon for our perſiſting in a practice which is inconſiſt- 
ent with the word of God. They may miſrepreſent the mo- 


tives by which we are actuated; they may expoſe our miſ- 


takes with a rude, and even malicious hand : but let us can- 
didly 


2 


6 . 
didly embrace the truth ; let us in gratitude, as well as from 
a ſenſe of duty, overlook and forgive the errors of thoſe who 
have been the means of ſetting it before us, and beware of in- 
dulging that ſpirit towards them which we condemn in their 
behaviour to us. Their exceſs in zeal will not excuſe our ne- 
gle& of duty. From the principles of aſſociation, we are too 


apt to confound the cauſe with the manner in which it is con- 


dufted. Whatever we have ſeen contended far with a diſpro- 
portionate degree of earneſtneſs, with violence, or aſperity, we 
are naturally led to regard with indifference or diſlike. But 
ſurely no Chriſtian can think it a matter of indifference to what 
religious ſocicty he belongs. Does he not deſire to follow the 
Lord fully? and muſt not he wiſh to be connected with that 
charch in which the greateſt attention 1s paid to the command- 
ments of Chriſt? The glory of his divine Maſter, his own ſpiri- 
tual edification, and the ſalvation of others, conſpire in rendering 
indifference here a crime. It is the duty of all his friends to in- 
quire into the mind of Chriſt, on this ſubject, with that ſeriouſ- 
neſs and deliberation which it requires; and I am perſuaded, 
that they will ſee it their duty cheerfully to comply with it, 
at whatever riſk or expence ; for it is their character, that they 
keep all his ſayings, and reckon none of them grievous.” 


* Whoſoever, therefore, ſhall break one of theſe leaſt command. 


ments, and ſhall teach men ſo, he ſhall be called the leaſt in 


the kingdom of heaven: but whoſocver ſhall do, and teach 
* them, the ſame ſhall be called great in the kingdom of 


# heaven,” Matth. v. 19. * 
In 


But now let me not be miſunderſtood, as if from all this I would in- 
fer, that it were indifferent in what church or ſociety we profeſs our 
* faith in Chriſt. Some churches, we know, have become ſo corrupt 
* as to endapger the ſalvation of thoſe who continue in them ; and on 
* this principle, amongſt others, we ſeparated from the church of 
* Rome. Well would it have been, had the Separatiſts kept entire, 
and not ſplit and divided themſelves into different ſects; but ſince 
Providence decreed otherwiſe, their poſterity had yet a taſk behind; 
* and this was, to chuſe amongſt the ſeveral churches erected on re- 
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In the third place, conſidering the great enterpriſe which 
the diſciples had in contemplation, the union of all the 
friends of true religion was a moſt deſireable object. An at- 
tack on the kingdom of Satan was meditated; and when they 
met with perſons who, in ſtraggling parties, were employed in 
caſting out devils, they naturally wiſhed to conduct them to 
their Maſter, that they might all arrange themſelves under the 
ſame ſtandard, as they were to fight againſt a common enemy, 
In ſhort, they wiſhed to make one combined effort, to con- 
centrate the wiſdom, the inflaence, the exertions, and the 
prayers, of all who were friendly to the cauſe. It was a de. 
fireable, a laudable, a grand deſign. Who could blame their 
attempting of it? They were indeed too ſanguine in their ex- 
pectations of ſucceſs ; and their Maſter knew, that it was their 
duty to proceed in the proſecution of the work he had aſſigned 
them, while ſuture events would bring about that unanimity 


« formation principles, that which came neareſt to the purity of the 
« goſpel: for with ſome or other, the genius of our holy religion, and 
„ the condition of mankind, require that we ſhould join, 

* The choice, too, ſhould be made with the utmoſt precaution : for 
« amongſt the various ſocieties of Chriſtians, there are {ome in which 
the holy Ordinances are more regularly adminiſtered, Diſcipline more 
« equitably enforced, and Chriftian Liberty more watchfully protected. 
Nou, all theſe circumſtances tending to forward the true believer in 
« the way of his ſalvation, it is of much importance to him to chuſe his 
« fellow-memberſhip in that church which is moſt exactly dreſſed on 
„ the model of primitive rectitude and ſimplicity. 

Thus, we ſee, there is a wide difference between declining to join 
* in communion with this or that church here, and excluding them 
„from the communion of ſaints hereafter, Nothing can juſtify the lat- 
ter; whereas prudence, integrity, and common juſtice, frequently 
require us to keep ſcparate from a church of this or that denomina- 
tion, when, by joining in communion with it, we ſubject ourſelv:s 
* to unprofitable, difficult, or dangerous ordinances ; when it impolcth 
on us what we may think ſinful or unjuſt ; or, laſtly, when it hath 
* contracted that enormous ſtain and pollution here condemned, the de- 
© nying ſalvation to all out of its own pale.” — Sermons on the Princip!?: 
of Natural and Revealed Religion, by Biſhop WARBURTON, vol. 2. P. 109. 
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Which they wiſhed, in a way of which they could at preſent 


have no conception. But their fault did not conſiſt in this. The 


firſt perſon whom they mer reſiſted their intreaties, and, acting 
moſt probably according to conſcience, refuſed to accompany 
them. Inſtead of bearing with his weakneſs, and wiſhing him 
ſucceſs m the good work in which he was engaged, they did all 
in their power to throw obſtructions in his way: and, though 
they might not adopt the language of the Phariſees to their 
Maſter, and charge him with caſting out devils by the aſſiſt- 
ance of the prince of devils, they might yet ſtrongly infinuate, 


that he wiſhed to be the leader of a party, and that, in refuſing 


to join them, his conduct was very ſuſpicious, and very ſimilar to 
that of their adverſaries; and, by publicly forbidding him, they 
not only diſcouraged him, but alſo prejudiced thoſe who might 
hear them againſt his miniſtrations. Here their grace failed. 
In this they betrayed an unchriſtian ſpirit. The inſtruction 
and reproof which this holds out to us are plain : the applica- 
tion is eaſy : I ſpeak as unto wiſe men; judge ye what I ſay. 
The want of charity, which the diſciples diſplayed on this 
occaſion, is ever apt to impoſe upon us. It infinuates itſelf into 
our minds, even when employed in conducting the moſt liberal 
plans. There is indeed nothing worſe to bear than narrow- 
neſs of mind and ſentiment. It requires no ſmall degree of 
ſelf-command and watchfulneſs, to guard againſt uncharitable 
thoughts reſpecting thoſe who may thwart the ſchemes which, 
appear to us uſeful. Like the diſciples, we are too apt on theſe 
occaſions to fall into improprieties which we blame in others, 
and from which we are diſpoſed to conſider ourſclves as moſt 
exempted. So true are our Saviour's words, “ Ye know not 
*what manner of ſpirit ye are of.“ In fact, charity is ſomething 
widely different from what is commonly called liberality of 
principle on the ſubject of church-communion. However pa- 


radoxical it may appear to ſome, that which has received the 


name of latitudinarianiſm is far from being incompatible with 
bigotry ; 
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bigotry ; while a ſtri& adherence to all the inſtitutions of 
Chriſt may conſiſt with the pureſt and moſt enlarged charity, 
Before paſſing from this diviſion of the ſubject, let us, for x 
moment, conjecture at the probable cauſe of this perſon not 
following Chriſt. This was moſt probably either ignorance or 
prejudice. If a diſciple of John, he could not be entirely ig. 
norant of Jeſus, for John frequently ſpake of him to his dif. 
ciples. But he might not have obtained that knowledge of 
his duty which was neceſſary to ſatisfy his mind in aſſociating 
with him : or, what 1s moſt likely, the cauſe was prejudice, 
which might ariſe from his attachment to his late maſter, from 
his looking on his cauſe as one in which the honour of a party 
was ſtaked, or viewing the credit of religion as in ſome way 
connected with its exiſtence. He might reaſon with himſelf, 
that John was a burning and ſhining light, one who was owned 
as an eminent ſervant of God, and made inſtrumental in doing 
much good; that, by allowing his party to become extinct, he 
might expoſe religion to reproach, or the divine miſſion of hiz 
much honoured Maſter to be called in queſtion ; but that, by 
keeping up the name, he might recommend his labours to 
many who were diſpoſed to think favourably of John, in conſc- 
quence of the influence which he had obtained among the dig- 
nitaries both of church and ſtate ; whereas they might be pre- 
judiced againſt Jeſus, on account of the obſcurity of his birth, 
and that of his diſciples, and becauſe he was followed only by 
the ignorant and unprincipled rabble. | 
How powerfully ſuch cauſes as theſe operate in keepin: 
back Chriſtians from good deſigns, how often they are pleaded 
as excuſes for continuing in corrupt communions, maintaining 
ſeparate parties, or countenancing the moſt ſchiſmatical courſes, 
every perſon knows who is acquainted with the preſent ſtate of 
affairs in the churches. Many who are truly religious, and who 
in general conſcientiouſly aſk for the right way, and deſire to 
walk in it, are overtaken and miſled by theſe and ſimilar preju- 
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dices. What then is the duty of thoſe who are better inform- 
ed? Not to exult in their ſuperior knowledge and liberality 
of ſentiment ; not to load thoſe whom they perceive trammel- 
led in 1gnorance and prejudice, with miſrepreſentation and in- 
vective; but to pity, and, with a gentle hand, to endeavour 
to ſet them free from their miſtakes. 


III. LEt us now conſider the direction which Jeſus gave 
his diſciples in this inſtance, © Forbid him not.” This charge 
may well be confidered as of general application. There are 
two extremes to which perſons of different characters are ready 
to run on occaſions of this nature. Some, like the diſciples, 
in the warmth of their zeal for what they conſider as the cauſe 
of Chriſt, would go the length of unchurching all thoſe who 
adhere not to them, forbidding them to preach at all in the 
name of Jeſus. Others, from an exceſs of charity, would im- 
mediately accede to any ſociety which they could think had 
any claim to the name of a Church of Chriſt. The words of 
our Saviour point out the proper medium between theſe ex- 
tremes. Let us attend to them more particularly. 

In the firft place, our Saviour did not command his diſciples 
to leave him, and adjoin themſelves to the perſon who was 
employed in caſting out devils. No! he had called part of 
them out of the world ; others of them had belanged to the 
number of John's diſciples, and, on many occaſions, he had ex- 
horted them to ſtedfaſtneſs and perſevering attachment to him. 

In like manner, the love which we owe to all who in every 
place call on the name of our common Lord, and that reſpe& 
with which it becomes us to view every Chriſtian ſociety 
which we find engaged in proſecuting the intereſts of the go- 
ſpel, are by no means inconſiſtent with the decided preference 
which we muſt neceſſarily give to that ſociety which appears 
to us to be modelled and conducted moſt agreeably to the 
ſeripture- pattern. It is the character of the churches of Chriſt, 
that they follow him according to the ordinances which he 
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1 
hath appointed. Now, among the different denominations of 
Chriſtians, there are certainly ſome that follow him more pu- 
blicly, cloſely, and uniformly, than others. And as it is the 
duty of all to connect themſelves with ſuch churches, ſa upon 
no pretence whatever are they to depart from this courſe, 
This makes apoſtacy from a diſtinguiſhing profeſſion of religion 
ſo ſinful and dangerous: No man having put his hand to the 
** plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
That we ought in no caſe-to do evil, that good may come,” 
is a truth ſanctioned both by reaſon and revelation. Even 
when ſome great deſign is in agitation, a deſign in the ſucceſs 
of which we feel the higheſt intereſt, it is not certainly incum- 
bent on us, in order to promote it, to act in any reſpect as if 
we had renounced that profeſſion which we had already adopted, 
and which we ſtill think conſiſtent with the word of God. And 
even though our ſcruples were without foundation, and pro- 
ceeded from contracted views of the nature of church-commu- 
nion, yet as long as we are ſubject to them, they muſt neceſſ2- 
rily direct our conduct. Whatſoever is not of faith is fin; 
* he that doubteth, is condemned; and bleſſed is that man that 
« condemneth not himſelf in that thing which he alloweth.” 
The application of theſe obſervations to a ſubje& which has 
engaged the attention of the Chriſtian world, and to the con- 
duct of the different parties to which it has given rile, it will 
not be difficult for any to diſcover. 

In the ſecond place, Jeſus did by no means forbid his diſ- 
ciples to uſe every proper method for inſtructing the perſon 
more fully in the knowledge of his duty. Thus did Priſcilla 
and Aquila, in a truly Catholic ſpirit, act in the cafe of Apol- 
los. He was in circumſtances nearly ſimilar to thoſe of this 
diſciple whom the apoſtles found caſting out devils, was ex- 
ceedingly zealous and diligent, according to the knowledge 
which God had given him ; but being acquainted with the 
„ of John only, theſe diſciples, who were always help- 
ert to the ſaints, took him, and expounded to him the way of 

| Gen 
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God more perfectly; and he afterwards became an earneſt and 
uſeful preacher of Chriſt. This method, however, was too 


flow for the keen temper of the diſciples ; without attempting 


to enlighten and convince, they ſeem to have immediately pro- 
ceeded to ſilence him. | 

Such, my brethren, is too much the caſe in modern times. 
Did a proper ſpirit animate the ſocieties into which Chriſtians 


are divided, it would be of eſſential ſervice to the truth, and 


promote the intereſt of the church in general. Since diviſions 
ſeem to have become almoſt a neceſſary evil, and as the moſt 
ſanguine mind can ſcarcely expect to ſee them ſoon extinguiſh- 
ed, why may not all agree to turn them to the beſt advantage ? 
The preſervation of truth is the profeſſed object of every de- 
nomination ; and if this could only be ſecured, it is confeſled, 
that nothing ſhould ſtand in the way of a perfect union. In- 
ſtead, therefore, of taking meaſures to increaſe the number, 
and ſpread the influence of a party, let each ſociety hold up 
what they reckon the- truth to the reſt, and let them ſhew by 
their conduct, that as their fervent prayer is, that others may 
be brought more fully to the knowledge of it, fo they are rea- 


dy, on their part, to receive all inſtruction from every quarter, 


and will conſider themſelves as indebted to any who ſhall point 


out to them their miſtakes. Let them ere& their ſtandards, not 
as the ſignal for controverſial warfare, but with theſe words, 
Tux Toru, inſcribed on them in legible characters. Let this 


plan be laid down and perſevered in, and, by the bleſſing of 


God, it will in time produce an union harmonious, univerſal, 


and permanent. But, alas! there is too much reaſon to ſuf. 


pect, that the ſeeds of jealouſy and diſcord are ſo widely diſſe- 


minated; and ſo deeply rooted among all parties, that they will 
either hinder the adoption, or counteract the effects of ſuch a 
ſalutary plan. How rarely do we find men who will liſten 
with patience to arguments againſt the notions which they may 
have imbibed ! They are enemies to a perſon, becauſe he tells 
them the truth; and with whatever delicacy their ailments 
D 2. are 
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are probed, the hand that touches them is the object of their 
averſion. Even at preſent, amidſt all the boaſted liberality of 
the times, is it not dangerous for any to call in queftion the 
propriety or expediency of a popular plan, or to point out a 
miſtake in the conducting of it. Is not the officious and un- 
grateful adviſer in danger of becoming the object of jealouſy, 
and of being ſtamped with the character of an enemy to all that 
is good? Verily in this we are zealouſly affected, but not well. 
We loſe claim to the character of enlightened ſupporters of a 
great cauſe, and fink into the mean partizans of a ſect. 

What, then, is included in our Saviour's prohibition? He for- 
bids every thing which 1s calculated to irritate, to diſcourage, 
or repreſs exertion. But it implies more than is expreſſed, 
We are not only to abſtain from oppoſing perſons who are em- 
barked in a good cauſe ; it is alſo our duty to teſtify our ap- 
probation of the deſign, and to contribute our aſſiſtance in eve- 
ry way conſiſtent with our obſervation of the laws of Chriſt, 
and particularly that which inculcates brotherly love * ; and 
when we have occaſion to cenſure any part of their management, 
to do it in ſuch a way as may tend to convince them, that we 
are not actuated by ſpleen, or a deſire to blame, but by the 
beſt wiſhes for their amendment and ſucceſs. 


IV. Ir remains to conſider the reaſon of our Saviour's di- 
rection to his diſciples, © He that is not againſt us is for us.“ 

This is very applicable to the preſent ſtate of the church, as 

it ſuppoſes ſeparate parties, who differ from one another, and 


* Brotherly love has unfortunately been much miſtaken in the Chri- 
ſtian world. The account which ſome have given of it has prejudiced 
many worthy individuals, who ſcem to look on it as only another name 
for indifference to truth. But this is by no means the ſcripture-grace, 
It conſiſts in an anxious defire for the happineſs of our brother; and 
diſcovers itſelf as much in endegyours to correct his miſtakes, and re- 
claim him from errors, as in bearing with and hiding his -infirmities, 
Charity © rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth.“ Chri- 
ſtians love one another © in the truth, and for the truth's fake.“ 


3 


yet have one great object, which is common to them all. The 
preſent may be called the age of party. Religious denomina- 
tions are divided and ſubdivided. Amidſt the group which 
preſents itſelf, it is no doubt often difficult and perplexing for 
the ſincere inquirer to make choice, To throw himſelf into 
the communion of the firſt ſociety he meets, which is call. 
ed by the Chriſtian name, would be irrational, finful, and dan- 
gerous. The ſcripture- direction is, “Believe not every ſpirit, 
« but try the Spirits. Prove all, hold faſt that which is 
« good.” It is not yet impracticable to obtain ſcriptural ſatis- 
ſaction on this ſubject. The ſcriptures are ſtill the fame 
that they were, when all the multitude of them that believed 
were of one faith, and one profefſion. With. this teſt of or- 
thodoxy in his hand, let him examine thoſe ſtandards by which 
the different parties hold up their peculiar principles to public 
inſpection, and let him judge which is moſt agreeable-to the 
merring word, But finccre Chriſtians, after they have aſſo- 
cated with that church in which they think the ordinances of 
Chriſt are moſt purely adminiſtered, often find it a ſtill greater 
difficulty to act a proper part towards others, amidſt all that heat 
and confufion which are cauſed by the claſhing colliſion of party- 
intereſt. The inconſiſtent and improper conduct of thoſe from 
whom they differ, they cannot approve or overlook. The in- 
diſcreet violence of ſome of their own connections, though pro- 
voked, perhaps, by ſevere and unmerited reflections, gives them 
no leſs uneaſineſs. They anxtouſly inquire whom they are 
to conſider as friends, and whom as enemies; and what is the 
nature and extent of that duty which they owe to thoſe who 
are friendly to the goſpel, but with whom they cannot connect 
themſelves in church-communion, conſiſtently with their obſer- 
vations of the laws of their Maſter. I have already endea- 
voured to explain our Saviour's words, as calculated to give 
direction in the laſt of theſe; and apprehend, that the words now 
under conſideration are ſufficient to obviate the former diſh- 
culty, “He that is not againſt us is for us.“ 
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( 34 ) 

In the Air place, we are not to reckon among the number ot 
thoſe who are for us, perſons who are carrying on deſigns ho- 
{tile to the kingdom of Chriſt. Of theſe there are too many 
in Chriſtian countries. Are there not many, nay, even whole 
ſocieties, profeſſing to be Chriſtians, who have eſpouſed the 
moſt pernicious errors, ſubſtituted another ſyſtem in the room 
of the goſpel of the bleſſed God, and who, indeed, have little 
more of Chriſtianity than the name ? Theſe are not for us, 
but againſt us. They are under the influence of the ſpirit of 
error; and, whether they go forth into Chriſtian or Heathen 
lands, are the emiſſaries whom Satan employs for promoting 


his intereſts, and perpetuating his dominion, Unto theſe the 


friends of Chriſt cannot, in conſiſtency with their character and 
engagements, give the leaſt countenance. They ought to dil- 
courage them, to pray that their deſigns may be counteraQted, 
and to oppoſe them by all the means authoriſed by the laws of 
Chriſt. The word of God is clear and decided concerning our 
duty to ſuch perſons : If there come any unto you,” in pro- 
ſecution of a ſcheme contrary to the goſpel of Chriſt, © receive 
him not into your. houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed ; for he 
that biddeth him God ſpeed, is partaker of his evil, deeds,” 

2 John v. 10. 11. | 
But, ſecondly, We are to conſider thoſe as friends who are 
engaged in adyancing the kingdom of Chriſt. Let us look a- 
round us: do we ſee any, individuals or ſocieties, who are 
diligent in uſing means, according to the calls of Providence, for- 
ſpreading the knowledge of the Saviour ? theſe, by whatever 
name they are called, do purſue the great deſign which we pro- 
feſs to make our object; they are not againſt us, but for us. 
They may not have ſeen it their duty to aſſociate with us, and 
in this we think they labour under a miſtake, but they cannot 
be our enemies. They may have ſuſpected us of enmity to 
them, but it muſt have ariſen, from miſinformation. In the 
proſecution of their ſchemes, they may employ means which 
we think unſcriptural, and tending, either directly or indirect- 
Is, 
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ly, to mar the good work. in which they are engaged. Unto 


theſe let us give no countenance, as we wiſh ſucceſs to the de- 
ſign, and would regard the leaſt of Chriſt's commandments ; 


| nay, let us do all in our power to correct ſuch miſtakes, and 


ſo prevent the bad conſequences which they may produce, by 
honeſtly and candidly ſetting them before them. If this be 
done in a proper manner, it may produce the deſired effe& : at 
any rate, we have diſcharged our duty. Let us, then, after 
being ſatisfied that the deſign is good, (for we are not bound 
to favour every ſcheme of good people), and that, if executed, 
it will promote the kingdom of Chriſt ; let us beware of diſ- 
couraging them in it, let us eye them with Chriſtian benevo- 
lence and ſatis faction, and pray for ſucceſs to their laudable un- 
dertakings in the work of the goſpel. 

But here objections will be made from two different quarters 
almoſt at the ſame moment. 

„What!“ will one ſay, “ ſhall we acknowledge thoſe as 
« brethren who are not only indifferent, but openly oppoſed to 
« ſome parts of the cauſe of God, which we mult regard as the 
« preſent truth? How is this conſiſtent with our duty to Chriſt 
« and his cauſe?” Far be it from me to recommend even in- 
difference to the leaſt of Chriſt's commandments. But I would 
remind the objector of the words of our Saviour on the occa- 
fion mentioned in the text, as related by the evangeliſt Mark: 
There is no man who ſhall do a miracle in my name, that can 
lightly ſpeak evil of me.” No perſon who has real love to Chriſt, 
or the ſouls of men, will knowingly and wilfully vilify, or treat 


with negle&, any part of the cauſe of God. If he oppoſes 
himſelf unto it, it muſt ariſe from ignorance, miſapprehen- 
ſion, or prejudice ; let him be convinced of his miſtake, and 
he will retract with ſorrow. I would have the objector to 


contend earneſtly for the truth which 1s particularly oppoſed ; 
but I think he would not do it with leſs effect, if, at the ſame 
time, he expreſled his joy at any good done by the perſon whom 
he wiſhed to convince, I would have him to teach men to 


keep 
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keep the leaſt of Chriſt's commandments ; but as a teſtimony of 
his own regard to them, I would have him to acknowledge 
the leaſt of thoſe who believe on Jeſus. He that is not againſt 
us is for us. © For whoſoever ſhall give you a cup of water 
* to drink in my name, becauſe ye belong to Chriſt, verily, I 
* ſay unto you, he ſhall not loſe his reward,” Mark ix. 41. 
But another objects, © If we are not againſt you, but for 
« you, if one great object engages the attention of both, then 
« why do you not aſſociate with us? why keep up unneceſſary 
« diviſions?” Let it ſuffice to obſerve in general at preſent, 
that there are two reaſons which may be urged for ſeparating, 
or continuing in a ſtate of ſeparation, in church-communion, 
from thoſe whom we have reaſon to think the friends of reli. 
gion—faithfulneſs in our duty to Chriſt, and to thoſe from 
whom we keep diſtinct. It will be granted by all, that an 
union founded upon a violation or renunciation of any of the 
laws of Chriſt, would be a political, a worldly, a finful union. 
If union cannot be obtained, without ſuch a ſacrifice as this, 
it is not to be deſired. If we cannot walk with our brethren 
in viſible church- communion without teaving Chriſt, we know 
whoſe company we ſhould preſer. Again, as the law of Chriſt 
requires us in certain caſes to withdraw from our brethren, ſo 
brotherly love enforces the call. It is a mean appointed by 
Chriſt for awakening them to a ſenſe of their miſtakes, ma- 
king them aſhamed, and reclaiming them to the path of duty ; 
and thoſe who negle& to uſe this mean, though ſuch negli- 
gence proceed from kindneſs, do in reality act the moſt un- 
friendly part. The perſon who is guilty of offence, 1s, in ſcrip- 
ture-language, the ſchiſmatic, and not he who, on this account, 
marks and avoids him. For theſe reaſons, then, it is proper 
to. maintain ſeparate communion from many whom we may 
conſider as the friends of Chriſt. But, if we can aſſociate with 
them without departing from that cloſe attendance on Chriſt | 
which we reckon our duty, and without being guilty of be- 
traying them into ſin, or indulging them in it, ſuch conduct 
ö would 


C873 
would be unjuſtifiable ; and pleas of expediency, of opportuni- 
ties of doing greater good, and others of a fimilar kind, will 
not free us from the charge of ſchiſm. It is lamentable, too, 
that the multiplication of cauſeleſs diviſions, the perſonal quar- 
rels and reſentments in which many ſeparations have origi- 
nated, or been ſuppoſed to originate, and the ſectarian ſpirit, 
and implacable animoſities, which they have often occaſioned, 
have either prevented ſeparations, which were juſt and neceſſa- 
ry, or counteracted their beneficial tendency, when they have 


taken place. But the improvement which we ſhould make of 


this is, to recall the general attention to a ſubje& which has 
been too long neglected, and to revive the primitive ſpirit, by 
which purity of church-commumon was preſerved, diviſions 
prevented, or healed when they did break out. 

But it does not follow, that, becauſe we have ſeparated from 
viſible communion with Chriſtians, we are to conſider them as 
having forfeited their character, and to treat them as enemies. 
No; let us admoniſh them as brethren. Becauſe we diſap- 
prove of part of their conduct, ſhall we include the whole in 
the ſame condemnation ? Can it have any tendency to encourage 
them in their irregularities, that we expreſs ſor them a Chri- 
ſtian affection, that we rejoice in the good which they may 
be the means of doing, or that we with them ſucceſs in a laud- 
able undertaking ? | 

In fine, the words of our Saviour, ( He that is not againſt us 
« 1s for us,” are calculated to direct the Chriſtian's exerciſe 
reſpecting every great or uncommon enterpriſe in the reli- 
gious world. Is he convinced, that it tends to advance the 
glory of Chriſt in the ſalvation of finners ? he rejoices in it, by 
whomſoever it is conducted, whatever may be their motives, 
or however imprudently in ſome inſtances they may have act- 
ed. „ What then? notwithſtanding every way, whether in, 
* pretence or in truth, Chriſt is preached ; and I therein do 
* rejoice, yea, and will rejoice,” Phil, i. 18. 
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Tnvs, my brethren, I have gone over the different particulars 
into which the text was divided. I have not endeavoured to 
fix the uncharitable diſpoſition, which the diſciples here diſco- 
vered on any ſociety of Chriſtians, but to hold up their conduct 
as a mirror from which all may learn, and correct, whatever is 


faulty in their temper, or in their practice. 


In times when great defigns are forming, and carrying into 
execution, men's minds are uſually in a ſtate of agitation. Ihe 
diverſity of opinions reſpecting the manner in which they are 


to be accompliſhed, will be generally proportioned to the mag- 


nitude of the objects in view. He who reflects on the inex- 
preſſible advantages which muſt accrue to the heathen world, 


from the poſleſſion of Chriſtianity, who has obſerved the un- 


common ſpirit which has pervaded all denominations of Chri- 
ftians, and the aſtoniſhing exertions to which it has given riſe, 
without feeling highly intereſted in the ſucceſs of the deſign, 
and in the direction which may be given to ſuch exertions, 
muſt be deſtitute, not only of the ſenſibility of a Chriſtian, but 
even of the feelings of a man. The manner of conducting this 
important enterpriſe has been the ſubje& of much diſcuſſion, 
and diverſity of ſentiment has been the reſult. The unprece- 
dented nature of the work, the difference of opinion which pre- 
vailed among Chriſtians, and the important conſequences which 
would neceſſarily attend the particular plan which might be 

purſued, naturally rendered the ſubject extremely difficult, 
The ſcheme was new; it was intereſting. It was in 
part requiſite to its ſucceſs, that no delay ſhould take place 
but by embracing the favourable moment, there was the Ic; 
room for that deliberation and caution which might have pre- 
vented what was imprudent, and guarded againſt what was ir- 
regular, Before men were aware, they found themſelves deep- 
ly intereſted in the ſubject, that they had choſen their ſides al- 
moſt without their knowledge, and were in a manner pledged 
to ſupport them. But now, ſince time for reflection has been 
; enjoyed, 


wc a r aa oa % td = OS...) 


x 39 ) 


enjoyed, any degree of mutual recrimination, which has taken 
place, ſhould ceaſe, and imprudencies with which both parties 
may have been chargeable ſhould be avoided. Let thoſe who 
have not ſeen it their duty publicly to co-operate in the preſent 
meaſures, beware of indiſcriminately condemning the whole. 
Let them not abate the fervour of their zeal for the intereſt of 
the kingdom of Chriſt, on account of the improprieties which 
they may think they obſerve in the conduct of others. Let 
them beware of examining their actions with an evil eye, mag- 
nifying their defects, or proclaiming them with a ſecret plea- 
ſure. In ſhort, if they wiſh to have it believed that their con- 
duct in this inſtance proceeds from conſcientious motives, let 
them be active in the uſe of all thoſe means which they think 
ſcriptural, in promoting the cauſe of religion. | 

On the other hand, thoſe who have adopted the preſent mea- 
ſures ſor propagating the goſpel ſhould not permit their affec- 
tion to be diminiſhed for thoſe perſons, whom, without a gla- 
ring breach of charity, they muſt ſuppoſe friendly to the de- 
fign, though not to the manner in which it is propoſed to be 
executed, or allow themſelves to indulge in repreſenting their 
oppoſition to the latter as extending to the former. 


My brethren, the wrath of man, on neither fide, worketh the 


righteouſneſs of God : © Wherefore, laying aſide all malice, 
* and all guile, and hypocrifies, and envies, and all evil ſpeak- 
« ings, let us become as new-born babes,” neither giving nor 
taking offence, We profefs all to have one obje& in view ; 
why then ſhould we throw obſtructions in the way of one ano- 


ther? “ He that is not againſt us is for us.” Though unani- . 


mity is not yet to be obtained, though the different denomina- 
tions of Chriſtians ſhould ſend forth miſſionaries ſeparately, as 
they maintain diſtin communion at home, the cauſe is not 
lolt. Let there be no ſtrife, I pray you, between us, for we 
be brethren. Is not the whole heathen world before us? Let 
us ſeparate ourſelves, therefore, If you ſhall take the right 
hand, we will take the left; or, if vou depart to the right 
hand, 
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have reaſoned in the ſame way, reſpecting the perſon whom 
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. 
hand, we will go to the left. Wherever we go, we truſt ſoul; 
ſhall be ſaved, Say not, dear brethren, © Why do you not jbin 
with us, when the cauſe is one?” for the diſciples might 


they found caſting out devils, (and ſurely you have not a 
ſtronger plea than they had) ; but their Maſter commanded 
them to let him alone, for he was not againſt them. 

God, in his providence, may ſoon effect that ſo much wiſhed 
for unanimity. Even now it may be ſecretly accompliſhing. 
Methinks I diſcern an analogy between the ſtate of religion du- 
ring the time of Chriſt's perſonal miniſtry and the preſent period. 
During that time, his cauſe was low, and its friends ſcattered ; 
about the time of his reſurrection, they began to collect, and at 
the effuſion of the Spirit, on the day of Pentecoſt, © they were 
all with one accord in one place.” The work of Chriſt hu; 
for a long time been buried; its friends ſeem now to be gather- 
ing round its grave, and vying with one another in expreſſion: 
of affection to its duſt ; in a ſhort time the Spirit of the Lord 
may revive it, and, together with it, reſtore primitive una- 
nimity of ſentiment. May the Lord haſten it in his time, 
May the watchmen on mount Zion ſoon ſee eye to eye. May 
the knowledge of the Lord cover the earth, as the waters cover 
the ſea, Amen, and Amen. 


